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PREFACE

IAHS 98 — World Housing Congress was held in Lisboa, Portugal, between June 29 and July 03
1998.

JAHS 98 was intended to continue the IAHS Conference Series, which started with the First
Symposium in Missouri, USA, 1970, and continued in several countries as Canada (Quebec
1974), Egypt (Cairo 1976), India (Madras 1977), Thailand (Bangkok 1977), Turkey (Istanbul
1977 and Ankara 1996), Austria (Vienna 1981 and Salzburg 1993), Chile (Valparaiso 1985),
Germany (Berlin 1987), Singapore (1987 and 1995), United Kingdom (Birmingham 1992),
France (Ales 1991), South Africa (Cape Town 1993), Romania (Sinaia 1997).

IAHS goals are: generate interest to improve every phase of housing technology and
production; emphasise and foster interdisciplinary nature of housing problems; use integrated
systems approach in the decision process associated with every phase of planning and
construction; incorporate all possible scientific knowledge and methods in the housing industry;
organise and sponsor meetings, courses and conferences concerned with housing problems;
assemble, compile, publish and disseminate information of housing problems; co-operate with
academic and research institutions, government and private organisations to sponsor and
finance research related to housing; to search for and support innovations which have the
potential to help solve the housing problems.

In 1989 the Congress was held in Porto, under the theme Better housing through innovative
technologies and financing. For the second time, Portugal was honoured by the IAHS Board for
the organisation of the 1998 World Congress. A great honour but aiso a large responsibility.

IAHS Lisboa Congress main theme has been Housing: An heritage for the Future, particularly
through new urban planning, new designs, new materials, new technological and management
developments and innovative financing.

In the dawn of a new century a great challenge faces us and that we may synthesise in the
following questions, requiring the imagination, effort and dedication of all to be solved:

° How to grant the homeless with an adequate and dignifying shelter?

° What to do for giving people in poor housing conditions a quick and effective upgrade
for their situation?

. What to do for achieving a sufficient durability with an adequate quality for the homes
we build?
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