PointDistance

For ArcMap

TOOL FILE NAME:  PointDistance.dll

TOOL NAME:  PointDistance v9

PURPOSE:  Takes pairs of point coordinates from records in either a standalone table or Point shapefile, converts the pair into polylines and adds 2d distances (and optionally 3d distances) to each polyline record.  The output is stored as a Polyline shapefile.

Honors selection sets.

If using a standalone table for input, each record must contain fields representing the “From” X,Y  and “To” X,Y coordinates.  You may also include fields for Z coordinates.  Each input record will yield an output.

If using a Point shapefile for input, each record must  be formatted as in a standalone table or may use the [Shape] field as the input for one set of coordinates.

All fields will be copied to the output Polyline shapefile.  Consider including a unique ID field in the input file in order to reconcile with the output file.

HISTORY: 6/27/2005 – Fixed error caused by 5/18 fix. 

5/18/2005 – Fixed bomb-out when certain reserved field names were in the input feature class.  Program handles the situation.

8/26/2004 –  Updated to fix a bug if the top feature layer is not valid.  

5/28/2004 – Updated for ArcMap v9. Changed icon colors.  Icon is disabled if no valid tables or feature classes are in the active map.

Installing and activating the tool
1. Download the file PointDistancer.zip and save it to a directory called “C:\COSTools”.  

2. Unzip the file using WinZip, ZipGenius or a similar program.  Save PointDistance.dll in C:\COSTools.

3. Start ArcMap in the usual manner.

4. From the menu bar choose Tools, Customize.

5. The tabbed Customize window should appear.  Make the Commands tab the active tab. 

6. Click on the Add from File button.

7. Navigate to the directory with the dll from step 2 and click on the file entry. Now click on the Open button.

8. A window entitled “Added Objects…” should appear with some text in it.  Click the OK button.

9. You are now back at the Customize window.  There are 2 selection boxes in the window, one entitled Categories and the other entitled Commands.  In the Categories box, click on the entry COSTools.  The box on the right should now show you one or more entries, including one that looks like:

 [image: image1.bmp] Point Distance v9
10. Click and drag the  [image: image2.bmp] Point Distance v9  entry to your COS Tools toolbar.  The icon should appear in the toolbar.

11. Click on the Close button in the Customize window.  You are now ready to use the tool.  
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